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Summary

About 75 % of the European citizens live in cities. Cities are challenged by deprived 
areas, crime and violence, pollution, migration and segregation. On the other hand cities 
offer great opportunities for jobs, access to services of general interest, cultural 
activities, infrastructure or high quality of living and working conditions.
With the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities the urban development 
Ministers agreed to the guiding principles of a policy on integrated urban development. 
IInn FFeebbrruuaarryy 22000088 tthhee EEuurrooppeeaann PPaarrlliiaammeenntt aaddoopptteedd aa rreeppoorrtt on the "Follow-up of the 
Territorial Agenda and the Leipzig Charter". The report aims to ensure high quality of life 
by European added value aanndd uunnddeerrlliinneess tthhee nneeeedd ooff ccoommmmoonn pprriinncciipplleess, like the 
integrated approach or the partnership principle.
SSiinnccee ttoooo oofftteenn eeaacchh sseeppaarraattee sseeccttoorr ddeessiiggnnss iittss oowwnn ppllaann ((ttrraaffffiicc,, eedduuccaattiioonn,,
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt,, hhoouussiinngg)) tthheerree iiss aa nneeeedd ffoorr aa ccrroossss--sseeccttoorr aanndd hhoolliissttiicc ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
ssttrraatteeggyy ttoo ppuutt tthhee iinntteeggrraatteedd aapppprrooaacchh iinnttoo pprraaccttiiccee.. TThheerreeffoorree tthhee EEPP ssuuggggeessttss mmaakkiinngg
tthhee iinntteeggrraatteedd aapppprrooaacchh aa bbiinnddiinngg rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt ffoorr pprrooggrraammmmee ppllaannnniinngg aanndd pprroojjeecctt
sseelleeccttiioonn ffoorr tthhee ssttrruuccttuurraall ffuunnddss ooff tthhee EEuurrooppeeaann UUnniioonn..
The principle of partnership stands for the cities participation in defining development 
goals on the national level, it stands for the people's participation in the formulation of 
projects in their respective district and ultimately it signifies the share of power.
Whereas we have a broad consensus in general there are wide gaps between political 
expectations and the reality, e.g. "freedom of interpretation" what partnership means or 
how to implement partnership.
All in all there is a need to improve clearness and commitment. We should not waste 
time to find common definitions of “sustainable and integrated urban development” 
"partnership principle" as well as of “territorial cohesion”.
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